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1 = Ps ook HER 10 Birth | 
. ronny our Order, "#5 how, in 
Right, and Reafon, and Juſtice,” it 
returns home to your ſelf: 1 wiſh it 
may not a little feflect upon you, in 
that your Kindneſs to your Friend 5 
Tnay ſeem to have influenc'd your 
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Judgment in yourAppointment ofthe 
Preacher. To, my ſelf, in the mean 


time, I cannot but think it a Provi- 
| | dential Comfort, that your Com- 
n AT Mmands 
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n Sin, . been the happy 


Occaſion to me of engaging my 
Thoughts more thorowly and firm- 
ly on the moſt Delightful | and 
Chearful Subject in Chrifzanzry,' un- 
der the Cloſet State and Time ; 

under the Neateſt and ket Reaſon 


of my Mourning. 


And indeed, Sm, 1 . conſtantly 
receiv d at your Hands, for a Courſe 
of many Years, ſo very numerous, 
and ſuch fignal Tokens of your Kind- 
neſs and Civility, that if I ſhould go 
to inſtance 1n any of them, 1 mould 
be drawn on to infiſt on more; and 
all, at preſent, I have not room to 
mention before you, if I would; nor 
will this Paper, nor your Impor: 
tant Affairs, nor the Publick' Good, 
admit I ſhould do ſo, by detaining 
you ſo long, if I could. Befides the 
Common and General Advantages, 
which I could ſpeak of, that flow from 
you on all Occaſions, "which all Men 


are Partakers of, that come within 


the Reach and Influence of your Ac- 
quaintance or Direction. . 


ways thought they had reaſon, and 


DEDICATION 


But I look upon it as the more 
Immediate Honour and Happineſs of 
your own moſt Regular, Learned, 
Excellent, and Banner Society, 
that they are ſeverally Members of a 
Body, of which you Your ard. are 
Head, both 1 in Place and Merit. is 


- For you Vile Sm, how to "BOY 


and deal with humane Nature as you 


ſhould do, and as ſome others would 


do, if they knew how, with the Ju- 


ſtice of a Wiſe, Good, and Aweful Au- 


 thority, where there is Room and 
Reaſon for it; and with the Sweetneſs 
and Pleaſures of a Kind, Obliging, 


Generous, Chearful, and Courteous 
Behaviour, upon all Occaſions. Il 


Your Authority otfiers we al- 


were willing to allow you, more than 
you aflum'd ; and you have ever em- 
ploy'd it for the Honour and Satiſ- 


faction of thoſe, by whom you were 


entruſted with it, and to the beſt In- 


tereſt and Advantage of all others. 
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of what I fa, to thoſe "ol repeated 


Courageous, Wiſdom and Spirit, in 
Government, Which we, ha ve had a 
very Melancholy Occaſion to obſerye 
in you of late. In thoſe rude Days 
of Inſolence, when your Staff of Juſt 
and Peaceable Authority was oblig d 
Sword and Sons of Violence; nor 
could the Mues themſelues defend 
their Sons: At a Time, when the 
heard within the Walls of, our Sacred 
„ Fe Ke ve her lot- 


tieſt Towers; and ſhe her ſelf look d 


pale, and almoſt tremblèd for her 


Children : Then, Sin, vou bravely, 


. dutifully, and ſeaſonably interpos d 
to take her by the Hand, to ſtand up 


for her Defence and Comfort, and to 
ſcreen and reſcue her Safety, her Inte- 
reſts, her Reputation, from the Impie- 
ty aud Fury of ill Men; and by a Firm, 
Steady, Unerring, and Reſtraining 

%  * 


Thanks are owing to you for this,and 
all other Benefits of your happy Go- 
vernment, I know, Sm, your great 
Modeſty will not ſuffer Pu to hear; 
but the Juſtice and Gratitude of 
Others will oblige Them to think and 


DEDICATION. 


Hand, in thoſe Tempeſtuous Days, 
ou conducted and brought off that 
Pies ate Veſſel whole and ſafe, in 
which our deareft Treaſures, our 
Hearts, our Affections, were, and 
are embark d; andnot ours only, but 
thoſe, in a great meaſure, of the 
Church of God it ſelf, that though 
by the Violence of the Seaſon, 'twas 


driven, and ſometimes bulgd, it ne- 


yer ſplit nor over: ſet. 


How many private and publick 


to remember. For my own part, I 


here Thank you in particular, both 
for Publick and Private Good; and am 


5 I R, 
7 our very much OBlie 'd, 
| truly Hes tionale, 7 nithſu, 
| Hlumble Servant, 


WiLLIav TILLY. 
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PHILIPPIANS III. Io. 
Pormer Part of the Verſe. 


That I may know Him, and the Power 
of His Reſurrectiun— 


YHESE Words are here given us in by 
St. Paul, as a Reaſon to juſtify himſelf in 
one particular Part of his Proceeding ; his 
leaving fo ſtrangely, and Deſerting his 
Jewtrſh, Legal Rites and Services, to which he was 
known to have been formerly ſo much addicted, and in 
the Defence ana Vindication of which he had fo 
warmly, and ſo remarkably engag'd. This, as it had 
been Matter of the higheſt Provocation againſt him 
among his own Country-men the Jews; ſo was it no 
leſs an Occaſion of Surprize and Admiration to the 
That a Perſon born within the Covenants of God, 
that had the beſt-groundedTitle to thePriviledges and 
Promiſes of the Law of Moſes, undoubtedly de ſcended 
from a Tribe of 7ſrael, throughly enter'd and skill'd 
in the Profeſſion. and Principles, and zealous in the 
Obſervances of the /iraiteſft See? of that Religion ; That  _ 
had their Doctrines and Tenets inſtill'd into him, and“ 
inbred with him, from his Tender Years, by Deriva- 
tion from his Parents, and under the Inſtitution of _ 
the Ableſt Maſters; A Phariſee himſelf, and the Son of At 6. 
a Phariſee, and brought up at the Feet of Gamaliel ;, ha. 
One, that was ſo deeply intereſted, and an-Accetlory in 
the Perſecution of another Religion jult then newly 
come up; that had proſecuted it with Zeal; even io , 
Rage and Fury. A Religion to which his whole Set, “ 
had been al ways the moft bitter, profeſs*d; and invetes , | 
| 98 85 E ae 
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Mark. 6, Tate Enemies, and were conſtantly upbraided as ſuc 
Lale 6. J. by the firſt Inſtitutor and Founder of it; That a Per- 
ſon ſo beſet and foreclos'd with Intereſt and Pre. 
Judices, on every hand, ſhould yet turn Proſelyte to 
that very Religion he had ſo much hated, and which 
As 28. Was ſo much every where reproach'd, deſpis d, and 
22. Afpoken againſt; and againſt which himſelf had 
43s 9. 1. Veath out Threat nings and Slaughter ; That he 
* * ſhouldar the ſame time entirely quit and abandon all 
his former high Pretences, totally forfeit his Reputa- 
tion amongſt his Brethren, and let go all his legal Pri- 
viledges of a ſuddain. This was an Event ſo very ex- 
traordinary, ſo very odd and unaccountable, that it 
might well puzzle and confound the Minds of Men to 
 anlwer for it; It was not to be done according to the 


common Laws and Rules of Life, or Meaſures of 


Proceeding ; eſpecially, ſince it happen'd in a Perſon 
too, known well before of a Strict, Vertuous and Re- 


. . gular Life, and one that always ſpoke forth the Words 
= FREE of Truth and Soberneſs. e 5 


The Apoltle there fore, ſince no one elſe could do it 
for him, comes in this Chapter of my Text to return 
an Apology for himſelf ; and therein he fairly allows, 
in the firſt place, theſe Objections againſt him their full 
Weight aud Authority; nay he raiſes, ſtrengthens and 


beightens them, by the Force and Vehemence of his 
| Þ};1. 13 


own divine and noble Eloquence: 7 howgh / might 
5, 6,7 dc. Pave Confidence in the Fleſh, lays he, if any other think 
he bath whereof to boaſt in the Fleſh, I more. Circum- 
cis d the Eighth Day, of the Stock of Tſrael, of the 

Tribe of Benjamin, an Hebrew of the Hebrews ; ac- 
cording to the Law a Phariſee; concerning Zeal perſecu- 

ling the Church,; touching 1he Rizhteouſnefs which is in 

the Law blameleſs. And then, for his Departure from 

all theſe high, and, as he once thought, valuable Ad- 
vantages, he only aſſigns this Plea for himſelf, His ex- 
ceeding great Affection for, and Admiration of that 


lame poor perſecuted Faith which once be deſtroy'd. 
= Gat. 1.23. That he had diſcover'd in har ſuch a Fulneſs of 
Þ Divine Grace and Excellency, when duly conſider d, 

N and 
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and attended to, ſuch unfathomable Depths, ſuch un. 
ſpeakable Myſteries of God's Infinite Love, Mercy, 
Wiſdom, Holineſs, and Power, to be found in the 
Religion and Sufferings of his Crucified Maſter, that 
he could think nothing too much to part with, in or- 


der to his embracing Chriſtian:ty : Nay, he accounted 
all Things but Loſs, that is, /eſs than nothing, and Phil. 38. 
but as Dung, that he might win Chriſt ; that he might 


know bim and the Power of his Heſurrection. 

The Apoſtle inſtances in the Aeſurrection of Chrifl, 
as the very Sum and Comprehenſion; as, indeed, the | 
Whole of the Chriflian Religion. He does the ſame 


in another Place, in his Charge to his Diſciple and 


Son Timothy, when he would give him a ſhort com- 


prehenſi ve Rule and Advice, how he {hould take care 


and behave himſelf in the Condudt of bis whole Chrz. 


„lian Faith and Practice; Remember, ſays he, that » Tim. 2. 


Jeſus Chrift, of the Seed of David, was raiſed from the 8. 


Dead, according to my Goſpel. For 1ndecd tis the Re. 


ſurrection of our Bleſſed Lord, that is the very Foun- 
dation of our Faith and piety; ; which, like a Vital 
Spirit, runs through it all; without which the Truth 
and Practice of Chriſt zanity mull neceſſarily fail and fink 


to the Ground; for, /f Cbriſt be not riſen, then is your 1 cor. 15. 
Faith vain, our Preaching alſo is vain. So that tis this 14, 


great principle of our Religion, that gives Life, and 
Activity, and Energy to all others: Tis like the Prime 
Orb in Religion, it rolls on its Courle, and compre- 
hends within it, and carries along w ich it all che relt, 
direcing and influencing all their Motions. 

"Twas for his Knowledge of this, that St. Panl if 
ſures us he had [tripp'd himſelf of all his other boaſted | 
Advantages, that he had renounc'd all other Intereſts 
to embrace it. 7 hat he mig b. know C brit, and the Power 
of his Reſurre&ion. 0 

In my Proceeding on theſe Words I ſhall conlider 
theſe Two following Particulars : 


Fat, The Power, Vene nd 1 of his Re. 
Jurrefio of our Bleſſed Lord, both towards the Gl ry 
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* 7 a 
of God, and the Happineſs of Man : That 7 may know 
Him, and the Power of His Reſurreftion. 

Secondly, The Nature, Excellence, and Preference 
of this Divine Knowledge above all other ; ſo St. Paul 
tells us, he had left all, hat be might know Him, and 

the Power of His Reſurrecr ion. 't F201. 3 


The Firſt Thing here propos'd to be ſpoken to, is the 
Power, Vertue, and Influence: of our Bleſſed Lord's 
Feſurrection, both towards the Glory of God, and the 
Happineſs of Man, Fm 
By the Power of His Reſurrection we are not only to 
underſtand that Active, Effective, Operative, Al- 
mighty Power of God, by which He roſe, and which, 
„„ by the Apoſtle, in another Place, is term'd the Exceed. 
„ 120g Greatneſs of His Power ; but we are to take 1t 1n 
amore Large and Extenſive Senſe, ſo as to import the 
Influence and Efficacy of His Reſurrefion itſelf, of any 
fort whatever, towards the producing God's Deligns, 
and its own Divine and very Natural Effet and Conle. 
quence. In this Senſe the Word Aavrapus is frequent- 
ly us'd by the beſt Greek Writers; in none more often 
than in that great Oracle of Humane Wiſdom (as he is 
more than once repreſented by the Learned and Judi- 
cious (a) Mr. Hooker) | may add too, that Great Foun. 
tain of Humane Eloquence (we have (b) Tullys Autho- 
rity for it) even Ariſtotle himſelf. Not that we are to 
_ exclude the former Interpretation of the Active Pow. 
er of God his Father, in His Aeſurrection, by which 
that Wonderful and Aſtoniſhing Event was brought 
about; and which the Apoſtle, we have heard, re- 
preſents in Terms of the higheſt Advantage, when he 
calls it the Zxceeding Greatneſs of His Power ; but 
then we are to include the Latter Senſe of the Apo- 
_ Ttle's Words likewiſe, becauſe they are certainly capa- 
ble of both: And where a Text of Holy Scripture is 
diffuſive, and may be fairly explain'd into more Sen- 


Ladd 


77 ©. lem eff 1h.  : 
(o) Cic. Academ. Queſt. Lib, 4, Veniet Flumen Orationis ' 


ſcs 


Aureum fundens Ariſtoteles. 
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ſes than one, there tis a Piece of honeſt Thrift, and 
ſpiritual Husbandry (if we'll believe“ Bp, Sanderſon” $ 
Authority) to take and uſe it in all. Thus taken then 
the Power of Chriſt's Reſurrection, in general, involves 
fl it theſe 7 wo ALLY a Divine ALE Bleſſed In- 

ue nces: 


Firſt, As it tends to create and form in the Minds 
of Men the moſt High, Aweful, Venerable, Sacred 
Apprehenſions and Conceptions of Almighty God, of 
His Infinite Power, Wiſdom, Juſtice, and, above all, 
His Goodneſs and Eternal Love to Men. 

Secondly, Its Power and Influence may be conſider d 


as it is a Principle molt prevailing towards the Re for- 


mation of Mankind, to reduce Men from the Ways of 
Errour, Sin, and Vice, and to lead them to Obe- 
dience, and to encourage and ſupport them in a Reli- 
gious Life and Practice, in order to their Eternal 
Welfare, the Salvation of their Souls. 


In the jſt place then the ReſurreZion of our Bleſ- 
ſed Saviour tends to create and form ein the Minds of 
Men the moſt High, Aweful, Venerable, Sacred Ap- 
prehenſions and Conceptions of Almighty God; of 
His Infinite Power, Wiſdom, Jaſlice, and, above all, 
His Goodneſs, aud Eternal Love to Men. For the yn 
ReſarreFion-of our Lord was the Great Scene of God's 
Glory, as well as of Man's Felicity : Therein ſhone 
out the Brighteſt Beams, Characters, and Perfections 
of the Divine Nature ; fo far as they are capable of 
being exhibited to; or receiv'd by the Minds of An- 
gels or Men: Thoſe more eſpecially, the Milder At- 
tributes, the Chief Features of his Divinity, his 
Mercy, and Philanthropy ; theſe were ſcen above all 
Reſplendent and Glorious in that "Days and in that 
Great Tranſaction. ; 


His Power in the firlt place appear d Exuberiat, Es 


and 1s lo expreſs dt to us * the Apoltle, in Terms of 


1 . 


* Scrm. 2. ad Ceram, Pag, 25, Edit. 8. 
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ſuch 


E 

1 Ger, a. ſuch Exaggeration, as 2 not to be parallel'd in Hu. 
13. mane Writings; ſuch Words as the iſdom of Man 
never taugbt bim, but the Holy Ghoſt taught bim; for 
their Fulneſs, Force, and Energy, moſt obſervable. 
He calls it (Eph. i. 19, 20.) The Exceeding Greatneſs 
of Flis Power towards us who believe, according to the 
Mighty Working of His Power, which He wrought in 
Chrift, when Fe raiſed Him from the Dead. The 
Greek is yet more ſtrongly expreſſive; To vT4gfdmor 
pinh© Tie dhe cv, the Exceſſive, Over-abun. I (| 
dant, Over-bearing Greatneſs of his Power; and 2. 
again, x7 71 ivipyeray d Keds The 1% & d, according BW & 
to the molt Lively, Effective, Vigorous Force of the Iſh 
Might of his Strength. Here we find almoſt all the te 
Words, that in that moſt copious Language expreſs , 
Efficacy, Force, Activity, and Might, thrown and d 
| heap together, in order to raiſe our Imagination, if In 
poſſible, to the Size and Height of this Great Inſtance I þ 
of the Almighty Power of God in our Saviour's Ke. 

ſurrec tt ion. 5 1 
And the Apoſtle did not without ſome Reaſon ex. it 
preſs himſelf thus to his Zphe/tan Diſciples, who had II 
been before Gentiles, and ſo once under ſtrong Perſwa- Þ Z 
ſions of the Abſurdity and utter Impoſſibility of a Un 
 Reſurre&ion from the Dead. We know (a) Pliny de- Io 
livers it as his Opinion, that a Reſtoration of a Per. Ik 
ſon from the Dead, was one of thoſe things, that It. 
was inſuperable, even to the Omnipotence of God 
_ Himſelf. And a Greater than Pliny, St. Paul, inti- 
| _ as e hg that the Heathens thought ſo, 
| 48. +5 8 In his Appeal before Feſtus and Agrippa, Why ſhould it 
SCC — ſhould 
raiſe the Dead? Implying, that it was eſteem d ſo, 
and the general Opinion of the Gentile World. Aud 
wee may learn no leſs by the Reſult of the ſame Apo- 
A 11, ſtle's Preaching before e Univerſity of Athens, thole 
22, &c. curious, refin'd, and inquiſitive Spirits, that had Que- 
ttittions of all forts, of Humane Wiſdom and Philoſo. 
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= N Pearſon, Artic. 5, Page 256. 
ll | (4) Lib. . . 7. | 
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phy, 


1 
phy, toſs'd to and fro, and bandied amongſt them; 
and ſifted throughly, as far as twas poſſible, by the 
mere Wit and Eloquence of Men, and canvaſs'd on 
every ſide: And yet theſe very Men themſelves, who 
could hear the Apoſtle with Patience enough, and 
perhaps Pleaſure, on other Parts of his Subje&, 
while he ſpoke to them in Strains of Eloquence not 
infertour, but I think much ſuperiour to their own; 
when he once came to touch upon the Reſurretton of 
the Dead, immediately flung from him, ridicul'd him 448 17. 
as 2 vain and idle Enthuſiaſt, and exploded his Do- 32. 
rine as an abſurd unaccountable Novelty : hen 
they heard of the Reſurrettion of the Dead, the Text 
e Þ tells us, ſome mock'd, and others ſaid, We will bear 
Is ÞÞ thee again of this Matter ; thoſe who were pretty well 
diſpos d amongſt them, yet theſe Men, it ſeems, were 
not ſatisfied upon this Point, it was a ſtrange thing A435 17. 
de i brought to their Ears, they knew not what it meant. 2! 
e. And as to the Sentiments of the Jews about this 
If Matter, though they could not well totally disbelieve 
X. it, for the Generality of them, becauſe they had had 
d Inſtances of it amongſt themſelves, in the Miracles of 
'a- Elijab and Eliſha, yet they ſeem not to have ated 
a much, at leaſt in the Elder Ages of that Church, up- 
e · on the Perſwaſion of a General ReſurreF7zon ; and we 
21- know there was one whole Sect amongſt them that en. 
dat tirely denied it; not knowing the Scriptures, indeed, Ma:th.22. 
od ¶ nor the Power of God, 5 19. 
wo And how hard it was to more than common and 
ſo, Þ vulgar Apprehenſions, the Prophet Zze4zel ſufficiently 
it ſhews, in his Reply to the Queſtion God put to him in 
uid rhe Valley; Son of Man can theſe dry Bones live? To g, 
which his Anſwer is, by way of Appeal back to God's 3. 
ud own Onmilcience ; O Lord God Thou knoweft ; clearly 

and plainly intimating the extreme Difficulty of the 
thing, that it was indeed beyond the Line and Stretch 
of Humane Comprehenſion, though not without the 
Reach and Compaſs of Divine Power. This Inſtance 
of the Prophet, tis thought, and very probably, was 
tranſacted within him, by a Divine lmprellion upon 
by f e 3 


ek. 37. 


34. 


ie . K. awe have Peace with God through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
By this Chriſt broke and overturn'd the Power of 


R 9 * q . 
1 4 
* * 
* * 
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his Fancy and Imagination, by way of Viſion; but 
ſtill it expreſſes his Senſe and judgment on the Matter, 
as much as if it had been extrinſecal and real. So very 
unconceivable to the Conceptions of mortal Men, 
and therefore the more great and noble, was this mi- 
raculous Evidence of the Power of God, that appear'd 


in the ReſurreFron of His Son! 


Again, The Wiſdom of God was no leſs eminent 
and conſpicuous in this moſt wonderful Event. For 


how many gracious and glorious Ends and Purpoſes of 


God's Own and His Son's Honour, and of His Grace 
and Favour to Men, does it ſerve and anſwer! How 
pregnant is it with Heavenly Bleſhngs! Into how 
many Divine and Happy Conſequences is it capable of 
being reſolv'd ! By this He clearly and openly vindi- 


Matth, 3. 


37. 
Pf, 2.67 


cated His Son's Innocence and His Divine Authority, 
Who had died as a Malefactor, as a Blaſphemer, as an 
Impoſtor ; and ſpoke out openly to the World, after 
all their Rage and Malice againſt Him, This is My Be- 
loved Son, in Whom I am well pleaſed; Thou art My 
Son, this Day have I begotten Thee; Zet have I ſet My 
Aing upon My Holy Hill of Sion. By this He con- 


firm'd the Truth and Authority of His Goſpel ; for 


the Riſing from the Dead is ſurely the ſtrongeſt Con. 
firmation that God can give to a Prophet, to put be- 


yond all Diſpute his Divine Authority and Commiſ- 


Rom. 8. 


ſion. By this we have our Juſtification ; for Who is 


He now that condemneth ! It is Chrift that died, yea, 


rather, that is riſes again. For by railing His Son, 


God declar'd freely that He had forgiven the World 
their Treſpaſſes and Sins; in that He releas'd and de- 
liver'd Him out of the Priſon of Mortality, Who 
was our Pledge and Surety, when he knock'd off the 


Chains and Shackles of Death, and let the Priſoner 
go free. By this we have the Peace of our own Conſci. 


ences, the Comfort of God's Favour, and our Recon: 


ciliation with Him; Therefore being juſtified by Faith, 


Satan, ſtripp'd him of all his Strength; ſubdded and 


3 I 1 
vanquiihd 


Nie thought, and hoped (but God's Goodneſs will al- 


founded ! When he ſaw That very Perſon whom he, 


Enemies, and leading Captivity captive. 


Lr him, difarray'd all his Forces, overthrew 
his Kingdom of Darknels, expos'd his Policy: By this 
all thoſe helliſh Feats and Meaſures he had been practi- 
ſing before, were defeated, diſappointed, confounded, 
and that very gracious and good End for the Salvation 
of Men, accompliſh'd ; and by thoſe very Means too, by 
which he had ſought to prevent and cut it off; by all the 
wicked Artifice that his black Realm of Darkneſs could 
poſſibly invent, or the Malice and Power of their 
Prince, the Devil himſelf, ſuggeſt. 


ways be too hard for his Malice) and preſum'd, in the 
Death of Chriſt, to have ſeen an End both of his Per- 
ſon and of his Doctrine: But how, to his eternal Diſ- 
appointment and Diſgrace, was he blank'd and con- 


by his wicked and curſed Inſtruments, had brought to 

His Grave, ariſing gloriouſly from it, opening the Fra- ,;. 42 
Zen Gates of Death, breaking all the Bars of Iron and Pe PTY 
Adamant aſander, friumpbing over all his Infernal Col. #15, | 


And was not the FReſurref:on of our Bleſſed Lord a es | 
Draught and Exhibition of God's Wiſdom? In which 

we may view ſo many gracious Ends and Purpoſes 
effected for the Salvation of Mankind? In That, he 
gave us, for our molt powerful Encouragement and In- 
citement to Goodneſs, and to quicken our Induſtry in 
Holineſs, the moſt perfect Pattern of our Nature; what 

'tis capable of being, ſuch as it never was be fore, nor 
could hope to be, but ſuch as it certainly ſhall be; and 


_ He will make it, fo, by his All. ſubduing Power. if we be 


found obedient to his Laws: For He ſhall change our 1 
vile Body, and male it like unto His Glorious Boay, by 71 oo By 
that Mighty Power by which He is able 10 ſubdue all 
things . unto Himſelf : And we know that when He ſhall 1 Job. 3. 
appear we ſhall be like Him, for we ſhall ſee Him as He 2. 
15, We have now no reaſon to queſtion whether God's 
Power be. ſufficient for our Happineſs, 1n the utmoſt Ca- 
Pacities of our Souls and Bodies. We are now no longer 
under a trembling Uncertainty about our Immortality, 
our Eternal and Infinite Duration, our Future State; 

7 ee IE. nor 


Ewa 
nor are we left to diſpute, and quake, and ſhiver, at the 
melancholy Apprehenſion and Suſpicion, whether we 
ſhall be any thing at all, or what we ſhall be hereafter. 
We may vow venture boldly into the grim Cave of 
Death, deſpiſe, inſult, and trample upon all the Ter- 
rors of the Grave: For, by His Glorious Reſurreon, 
our Bleſſed Lord has delivered us from their Power, and 


Heb. 2. through Death hath defiroyed him that had the Power of 


14, 15* Death, and hath deliver d them, who, through Fear of 
Death, were all their Life. time ſubjeft to Bondage. 

By Chriſt's Reſurreftion likewiſe God anſwer'd the 

prime and main Intention of the moſt important Ser- 

' vices of his former Legal Inſtitution ; and that was 
another Argument of his Divine Wiſdom. (a) By 

riſing 10 His Father, Chriſt offer'd up himſelf as the 

Firſt Fruits from the Dead, like the Yave-Offerime in the 


Jeuiſb Law, to ſanctify the whole Harveſt of the Ge- 


neral Reſurrection of the Juſt, when he will come to 

„ gather His Saints into His Heavenly Garner. By this 
Clbriſt anſwer'd the Sacred Character of the Higb PrieF, 
- Beb. 9. and fulfill'd it in His Own Perſon, of entring into the 
24, 25- Holy of Holes ; by the previous Means of His Reſur- 
rec ion there appearing, in the Preſence, and before the 
Ii. 57. Seat of Infinite Majelty and Mercy, in the High and 
15. Rev. Holy Place, in the Great Temple of God in Heaven, with 
15. 8 his Body and Blood in the Hands of his Divinity, the 
Heb. 9 26. Price of our Redemption in Himſelf : By which He 
RnXnever ceaſes to prevail for Attonement and Acceptation 
to His Church, 1n the Preſence of His Almighty Father. 

1 might here, if there were Room, enumerate a 
great many more Inſtances than theſe, in which it would 
appear, that Chriſt riſen from the Dead is the Wiſabom of 
1 Cor. 1. God, as well as we have ſhewn Him before to be the 


7 Power of God. 


If we conſider, in the next place, the Juſtice and 
Righteouſneſs of God, Tha in our Lord's Aeſurrecrion 


: pf. 37. 6, {hines out as clear as the Light, and His Juſt Dealing as 


7 "" tbe Noon day. Therein we behold the moſt Abſolute 


« : 1 . 4 


(a) Bp, Pearſon, Artis. 5. Page 259. 
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and Perfect, yet the moſt Afflicted and Perſecuted Vertue 
and Piety receiving Its Crown and Re ward, from the 
Immediate Hand of Severe and Impartial juſtice; a 

F Crown of Righteouſneſs from the Hand of God the Fa- 
ther to the Son, that ſhines in Glory next to his Own ! 
Here we ſee the deepeſt and moſt grievous Sufferings, re- 

] turnd with an infinite and eternal Weight of Glory! He, 

f that was crown'd with Thorns, and plow'd with Scourges, 

f is now become the Immediate Aſſeſſor of God's Throne, 
and fits at his Right Hand in Glory, Incarnate God for 


. ever; Next only to his Almighty Father, above all the 
L Univerſe beſides; above all Power, and Dignity, and Do- 
. minion, and Honour and Excellence; and ſhall reign King 


and Lord of Glory, World without End. For becauſe Ze 1 
« | Pumbled Flimſelf unto Death, even the Death of the EN 
> Croſs, therefore God alſo has highly exalted Him, and 
given Him a Name which is above every Name,; That at 
| the Name of Jus every Knee ſhould bow, of Things in 
0 1 

Heaven, and Things in Earth, and Things under the 
Earth ; and that every Tongue ſhould confeſs that Jeſus 
7 | Jy 4 ge} 
e Chrii? is Lord, to the Glory of God the Father, So 
highly, we ſee, God honours him, that he accounts 
ne his Glory bis Own, and demands Obedience and Sub. 
miſſion to him from his Creatures, upon the Bonds of 
their Allegiance to himſelf, And that we might honour 
he him too as the Father honours him, and as we honour | 


" 8 the Father, therefore did God ſhew forth the exceeding Fob. 5.23. | 


Greatneſs of his Power, in raiſing him from the Dead, 


uy | and letting him at his Own Right Hand in the Heavenly Epheſ. 1. 
Places; far above all Principality and Power, and Might, 20. 


19 and Dominion, and every Name that is named, not only in 
107 this World, but in that which ts to come ; and hath put all 
Things under His Feet; and gave Him tobe Head over all 
Things, to the Church for which he died, 
Once more, God's Goodneſs and his Eternal Love to 
n Man, appeard moſt Fair, Amiable, and Engaging, 
enough to attract and entertain the Eyes of Angels and 
Men for ever, in the Keſurrection of the Great Re- 
deemer of the World, the Head and Repreſentative of 
— all his Brethren, 55 en 
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By Vertue of His Reſurrection all his Saints roſe with 
him, out of 'the Darkneſs and Duſt of Death, into the 
Life, and Light of Glory. By the [nflutnce of His Re- 


ſurrection *tis, that we have fo ſtrong an Aſſurance of 


and Title to our own: So that the Apoſtle ſpeaks of it as 
a Thing already paſt and done, equally ſure as if it 
were preſent, it cannot fail; He hath rais d us up 70- 


Epheſ.2.6. gether, ſays he, and hath made us ſit together in Heavenly 


Places, in Chriſt Feſus. 


 Matth 28. 
oy 


He, by His Reſaurrefton allo, is approv'd our Lord of 
Glory; All Power is given Him in Heaven and Earth to 
reward and crown his Servants: 'Tis from his Hands 


that the World is to receive its Sentence and final 
Doom: For God has given evident Proof of his being 


Univerſal Lord and Judge, by employing thus his Di- 


vine and Infinite Power in raiſing him from the Grave: 


Acts 17. 


So the Apoſtle argues in his Sermon to the wiſe 


Athenians, He has appointed a Day in which He will 


judge the World, by that Man whom He hath ordain d; 


whereof He hath given Aſſurance unto all Men, in that 


| He hath raiſed him from the Dead. © 


And then, how great a Dignity and Honour has God 


done to Humane Nature, in thus advancing it! That 


he has rais'd and carried our Nature to ſuch an Exceſs 
and Height of Glory, as to lift it to his Throne! What 


an amazing Inſtance of the Divine Condeſcenſion, and 


our Exaltation is this ! Founded upon his Love to our 
Nature! His Eternal, Immenſe, Infinite Love (I had 


almoſt ſaid his Fondneſs) for Man, his Favourite, his 


youngeſt Prodigal Son. 


Thus have 1 endeavour'd to lay before you, in as 


ſhort a Compaſs as I could, on ſo diffuſive a Subject, 


what occurr'd to my Thoughts as moſt neceſſary, of 
the Power and Efficacy of our Bleſſed Saviour's Reſar- 


l rection, in re ſpect both to the Glory of God and the Hap. 


pineſs of Man. I come now to conſiderr, 
Secondly, The Vertue and Influence of it, as it reſpeQs 


our Duty, and is the moſt Fowerful and Prevailing 
Principle towards the Reformation of Mankind, to re. 


duce Men from Errqur, from the Ways of Sin and Vice, 
ee 5 | and 
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and to lead them to Obedience; and to encourage and 
ſupport them in a Religious Life and Practice, in order y 
to their Eternal Welfare, the Salvation of their immor- 
tal Souls. =o ADE C OTTTLG PIER HO. 

Thus, Chriſt riſen from the Dead and aſcended into 
Glory, 1s a mighty Engagement on us to reverence and 
honour our own Nature, which he has ſo highly digni- 
fied, and that bears ſo very near a relation to his Divinity. 
And this will put us in mind to regard and reverence 
our ſelves, and to reſpect and honour our Brethren, 
more eſpecially according to the Faith, of what Name, 
Title, Diſtinction, Character, Station, Fortune or 
Condition in the World, ſoever they be: For the leaſt 
of them all are his Brethren, and he will reward us 
for treating them as ſuch. This ſhould admoniſh us 
likewiſe how we do any Thing that is baſe and un- 
generous (as all Sin is) apt to defile, to diſgrace, to 
diſparage our Nature, which is of His Fleſh and His 
Bones, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks moſt cloſely, and affection- 
ately of the near Union betwixt Chriſt and his Church, 
the Sacred Members of his Bd. 
Again, This Conſideration that Chriſt is riſen and 
and enter'd into Glory, ſhould render us careful and 
ſollicitous, that we do not forfeit the Glories laid out 
and prepared for our Souls and Bodies hereafter, by an 


Eph. 5.30» 


Impure, Unholy, and Sinful Life. We are now the 5 
Temples of Cod, conſecrated, and made ſo by the Inha- 
bitation of his Holy Spirit; and if any Man defile the, c, * 


Temple of God, him will Ged deſiroy : Shall we then pro- 17. 
ſtitute ſo Sacred, ſo Aweful a Dwelling, to be polluted 
by Swine, by vile and filthy Luſts; to be unhallow'd by 
the ſacrilegious Hands of Iniquity ; to become, inſtead 
of a Temple of God, a Den of e a Neſt of Ser- 
pents, an empty Room for Devils, for all the Varieties 
of abominable Wickedneſs, and Works of outer Dark. Marth. 12. 
neſs? Our Bodies are the Members of Chrift; will a** 
Man then take the Members of Chrift and makg them the 1 Cor. 6. 
Members of an Harht ? Shall that Body, think we, 17. 
ever ariſe and ſhine in Glory, that is a Slave to Luſt, 
chat falls a Sacrifice to a Strumpet, that dies in the fiery 
Purſuit or Accompliſhment of an Adultecous __— . 

þ- 5 5 8 Sha 
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Shall that Heart ever become the lightſome Seat of 
Heſ.7.6,7.Bliſs and Joy, that burns hot as; an Oven, with Lewd 
[ and Vicious Inclinations, with Anger, Rage, Envy, 
| Luſt, and Strife ; full of Wicked Imaginations, ſet only 
to deviſe, and entertain Evil, but which to do good haz 
no Tendency, no Power? 
Can that Fleſh appear in the Laſt Day, and inherit 
the Kingdom of Heaven, in the full Strength and 
Beauty of Perpetual Glorified Youth, that is now daily 
f conſum'd in Intemperance, and ſinks in the Surfeits of 
. habit ual Drunkenneſs and Gluttony, and then tumbles 
I 77 the Grave, and pollutes the Ground that is under 
. Can that Head ever wear or become the Crown of 
Righteouſneſs and Peace, in which dwells nothing but 
Craft and Ayarice, Deceit and Fraud and Treachery ; 
. which is always plodding upon ungodly Deſigns of this 
World's Intereſt, rack d with Ambition, rent aſunder 
with Faction and Diſcord, ever inventing, and delight. 
ing in Miſchief to others, and un juſt Advantage to it ſelf? 
Iſai. 33. Shall 70e Eyes ever bebold the Heavenly King in His 
37. Beauty, and ſee that Bleſſed Land which we now think 
afar off, that are full of Envy, Luft, and Pride, Adul. x 
| tery, Covetouſneſs, Cenſoriouſneſs, Hypocriſy? tt 
=. pf. 30.1 Shall that Tongue (which is e Glory of a Nan, t. 
' * * . when rightly directed) be ever ſet to God's Heavenly I if 
Praiſes, and warble out the Harmony of the Bleſſed, 11 
tdtthat is now full of vain Swearing, Curſing, and Bitter - ,, 
; re. J. nels, Back-biting, and Slander, under which is Ungodli. þ 
1 Rem. 3.3 1 lines and Vanity, and the Poiſon of Aſps ? 2 <1 9117 
Pſ. 149.3- Will thoſe Hands ever receive the Reward and Re. ſe 
Tſai. 1.15, compence of Righteouſneſs, that are full of Blood o 
| A» Pet. 2. laden with the Wages of Iniquity, of Theft, Rapine,h y 
15. Violence, Extortion, Bribery, and other Unjuſt Gain' 
{* 45. 1414. That are conſtantly employ'd to be the Inſtruments oi 8. 
Mic. 7. 3, Sin, and Join together to 45 evil, both Hands earneſt de 
___._ ,* with Greedineſs, and hate to be reformd ? 
Hi. 52.7. Shall zboſe Feet ever be beautiful upon the Mountain 3, 
of Light and Joy, in the Realm and Climes of Blils, 
Epheſ. 6. that were never ſbod with the Preparation of the 60, 
15. pel of Peace, which have never known ihe fag f 
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Peace and Truth; which have made them Crooked Iſs. 59.8. 
Paths; which are quite gone out of the Way of Gods 


Righ teouſneſs; which ovJy run to Evil, and make baſte Prov. r 

to ſhed Innocent Blood ? Ny en 16. 

Thus we may ſee, by theſe few Inſtances, how in- 

 Þ conſiſtent the whole Body of Sin is with the Glories of Re. 6.6. 

t the Celeſtial and Reſurrection Body; and therefore if 

d ÞÞ we deſire thoſe (And can we do otherwiſe?) that a due 

5 ÞÞ Repreſentation of that Glory to our Minds, and the 

more often the better, and in the more numerous Par- 

ticulars, is a ſtrong Perſwaſive on us to leave and for ſake 

er our Sins, that ſo we may be meet to be Partakers of what 

ve deſire, the Inheritance of the Saints in Light, © G10. 

of Further yet, the Reſurreion of Chriſt is an engaging 

ut Principle, and Argument on our Minds, not only to 

Yi take us off from Sin and Wickedneſs, but to encourage, 

1s B quicken, and enliven us in the Performance of what is 

er good, becauſe we now know how great a Glory 'tis poſ- 

at. fible for us to arrive at; and we are ſure it ſhall be 

given us, and juſtly proportion'd to the Degrees of our 

m1: Piety and good Works. 8 

nk Ir is likewiſe a comfortable Aid and Support to out 

ul. Minds, under all the heavy Preſſures and Afflictious of 

this World; when we contemplate our Bleſſed Lord 7 

an ¶ thus made perfect through Sufferinzs ; and conſider, that 1144. 2.46. | 

if we /uffer with Him, we ſhall alſo reign with Him; and 2 Tim. 2. 

ſec, that our preſent light Afi tion, which is but for 4 Me- 1 

er. ment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal 17 9 

i. Weight of Glory. We have known and heard, and read © 

of the Patience and Meekneſs of Jeſus Chrit, and we 

ſee the End, how God rewarded him; and, if it be not 

loc, our own Fault, fo will he deal, in a due Proportion, 

— ))]... (( ĩ c 

in This again ſhould eaſe, and relieve, and heal our 

s ol Sorrows, under the Loſs of Friends, our neareſt and 

h deareſt Relations ; For if we believe that Jeſus died, and , 1540. Py 

I roſe again, even them alſo, which ſleep in Jeſus, will Godt, 

. ð 

lil And as this ſhould raiſe our Hearts above all the 

6 Evils of this Life, ſo likewiſe ſhould it lift and elevate 

4 n our Affections above all the Goods, the E 
; - 985 an 
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Coloſ. 7. and Pleaſures of it. ye then be riſen with Chrjft, 

12, ſeek theſe things which are above, where Cbriſt ſitteth at 
the Right Hand f God,; ſet your, Aﬀettions on Things 
above, and not on Things on the Earth. 


| Laſtly, and to conclude this Particular, this mighty 
pregnant Thought and Reflection that Chrif? is rilen 
from the Dead, - ſhould make us | zealous in Good 
Works, ambitious to riſe up to high and noble Degrees 
of Piety and Goodneſs, of Righteouſneſs and Charity, 


of Temperance, Sobriety, and Abſtinence, and all the 
other Bleſſed Fruits and Graces. of the Holy Spirit 


Who ſanctifies us. For this we now know, that not 


only according to the general Kinds and Quality of our 


are aſſur'd alſo, that our Reward ſhall go in a juſt Pro. 


8 ; 


2 Cor. 9.6 


Actions, our Recompence ſhall be given us; not only 


' That we muſt all ſtand before the Judement-Seat of Chriſt, 
| that every one may receive the Things done in his Boay, 


whether it be good, or whether it be bad; and that God 
Thing, whether it be good or whether it be evil; but we 


portion to the different Size, Degrees, and Advances of 
our Vertue and Goodneſs in this World; haz be awho 


fore th ſparingly ſhall reap ſparingly, and that he that ſow. 


1 Cor. 15. 
38. 9 


eth bountifully ſhall reap alſo bountifully. Wherefore, my 
beloved Brethren, ſays the great Apoltle, be ye fledfaF, 
anmoue able, always abounding in the Work of the Lord, 


| foraſmuch as ze know that your Labour ſhall not be in vain 
an the Lord. This was St. Paul's Concluſion to his 

Divine and Excellent Diſcourſe upon Chriſt's Reſar. 
 nedon, and our Reſurrection conſequent upon it; and it 


is our higheſt Encouragement, and ought to prove 2 


moſt effectual one to our greater profiting in Holineſs, 
| and to our more induſtrious Practice of all manner of 
_ Ruglitaobſnck and Gaodnels..: . 


| 1 wight here have added a great many other Con 


 ſfiderations to the former, or have further enlarg'd on 
. thoſe I have mention'd ; but I. have been fo long al 


ready, that I muſt haſten to the Second and Laſt general 
Part of my Deſign ; which is, 8 20 We 


Second, To repreſent the Nature, Excellence, and 


Preference of this Divine Knowledge of Chriſt and His 
* 5 | ed: | e Re ſurrectiu 
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* " ſhall bring every Work into Judgement, with every ſecret 


J 
Reſurrection, above all other: And this I obſerve; both 


as virtually contain'd in my Text, and as a natural and 


immediate Conſequence from its Connection with the 

former Verſes : St. Paul tells us, that he had quitted 

all Advantages and Priviledges, and therefore that of 
his Knowledge too, in the Law of Moſes, and all 
things elſe, that he might 4now Chriſt, and the Power of 
His Reſurrection. What Things were Gain 10 me, ſays 
the good Apoſtle, thoſe I counted Loſs for Cbrif? ; yea g 
doubtleſs and I count all I hings but Loſs, for the Excel. 
lency of the Knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus my Lord ; for 

Hhom T have ſuffer'd the Loſs of all Things, and do count 
them but Dung, that I may win Chrift ; and be found in 
Him not having my own Righteouſneſs, which is of the 
Law, but that which is through the Faith of Chriſt, the 

Righteouſneſs which is of God by Faith ; that I may know 

Him, and the Power of his Reſurrection. 93 


O Hleſſed Apoſtle? How was thy Divine, Humble, 


and Noble Soul inſpir'd, enliven'd, invigorated, even 
animated, and actuated, by the Love of God and of 
thy Deareſt Lord! When our cold and frozen Affecti- 
ons will part with nothing for his Sake; not even 
with our Sins, which are none of God's Creatutes, 
which are leſs and worſe than nothing, and are 
Vanity, and Miſery, and Death; and that not even at 


the Requeſt of him, Who is our Moſt Gracious and 


Merciful Redeemer, the Divine BenefaQor of our Souls! 
We 1mptouſly prefer almoſt every thing to him, and his 
Honour; we make, and catch at any trifling Objection, 
either in Nature or Divinity, as a Reaſon for denying 


his Great Father'sBeing,or his own eternal Generation! 


Bat all theſe our Imaginations are vain, and every 2 Cr. 10 


T hought, that exalts it ſelf agamſt God mufl be caſt down d. 


and brought into Subjection to the Knowledge and Obedience 
of Chriſt, if ever we will be wiſe or bappy. Tis in 
the Knowledge of him, and in keeping his Command 
ments, that our true Knowledge and Wildom lie, the 


perfection of our Nature, and the Beaury of our Mind 
and Underſtanding. Hut he that faith that he knoweth i 7: 


him, and keepeth not his Commandments is a Liar ; aud 1 


— 
5 * 


hereby do wwe know that we know him, if we keep bs 
Py = D | Cn 


Phil. 3. 7, 
„9, 10. 


2 


— 


Deut. 32. 
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| Commandments ; all our Confidence of our Knowledge 


of him, and Acquaintance with him, without this is 
vain and deluſive: All our high Speculations about the 
Nature of God and his Attributes, about the Glorified 
State of our Saviour, about the Qualities and Excel- 
lence of our Reſurrection-Body, about the immortal 


Duration of our Souls, and their Employment through 


all Eternity, are nothing elſe but Emptineſs and Fume, 
and fond Impertinence in the Sight of God, without 
our dutiful and careful Obedience to his Laws : 'Tis 
ſuch a Knowledge that God requires of us, and will 


accept of at our Hands; a Knowledge that deſcends from 


our Heads into our Hearts and Affections; that diſtils 424 
the gentle Dew upon the tender Herb, warming, healing, 
opening thoſe Fountains and Iſſues of Life. Without 
this good and happy Effect all our Knowledge is vain, 


barren as the N 1 Sands, and can produce in us no 
Fruit unto Holineſs, nor will have for its End Ever- 


laſting Life, 
There is ſometimes ſuch a orodigious Diſtance 


between a Man's Head and his Heart, that ſcarce any 
Body would think they both belong'd to one and the 
ſame Perſon: Like the Deſcription that great Maſter of 
Propriety, Hirgil, gives us of Evil Fame; 


Ingęrediturq; Solo, Caput inter Nubila condens. 
Our Heads are often ſoaring aloft, amongſt or above 
the Clouds, 1n aery, ſublime, refin'd and ſubtil Specula- 


tions, but we walk ſtill on Earth, we grovel upon 
Earth, our Converſation is on Earth, all our Practical 


Thoughts, our ee our AﬀeQions, are Grols, 


Earthly, Senſual. 


And what then will all our r Knowledge profit us? 0 


” | what Good will our vaunting in it bring us? 


If a Man be wile, he ſhould be wiſe for bimſelf FA 


| ſhould begin at home; bring home his Knowledge to 
himſelf, to his own Heart, to the vertuous Reformation 
of his Life and Practice. No Reach cf High Matters, 
no Comprehenſion of Myſteries, even of Sacred Ones, 


without this, will render us either Wiſe or Bleſſed. If 


2 a Man could behold, and- view the Sacrea Body: of the 


nl a. n Bleed 


f 
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Bleſſed Feſus ; if he could ſee and admire all the 
Streams of Heavenly Light and Brightneſs that iſſue 
thence, more eſpecially from his Wounds ; nay, and 
| ſtate all the Matura and Divine Philoſophy too, from 
which ſo much Heavenly Glory was the Reſult ; yet 
he, that loves and obeys the Same Moſt Ble/jed Lord, 
and has never ſeen Him, has more Intereſt in his Fa- 
your, and will be made more happy by him hereafter, 1 Per. 1. 8 
than the other, if he love leſs, and be leſs obedient. 
That ſort of Knowledge of Chriſt therefore is not 
what St. Paul ſo earneſtly aſpir'd after; nay, he re jects 
and denies it all in another Place; Though we have known 
Chrift in the Fleſh, ſays he; that is, under any other 
Conſiderations and Reſpects, than what are properly Sa Phy 
Religious Ones, yet now henceforth know we Him no © 
more. But this is the Knowledge St. Paul deſir'd above 
all things, and for which he had forfeited all ; ſuch a 
Knowledge of him, as will produce our molt ardent 
Love of him, and ſuch a Love as will turn all into Obe- 
e dience, and ſuch an Obedience as will continue with- 
y out Interruption ; For if ye keep My Commandments, ye 
e Hall abide in My Love, even as / have kept my Father's 51, 15. 
f | Commanaments, andabidein His Love. 1s. 
But without this, of what ule is all our Knowledge, 
I all our Learning? Or what Advantage will it bring us? 
re If a Man, by a vaſt and imperious Reach of his Mind, 
a- | could comprehend all Myſteries, and all Knowledge; if 
on | he had an Heart of Underſtanding, as large as tbe Sand 
al on the Sea ſbore ; if he had not yet a Soulof Heavenly |. 
's, | Charity, to love and obey his Lord, and to delight % * 
himſelf in his Glory, all this would not have the leaſt 
Ir | Tendency to his Real and Final Happineſs ; *rwould be 
only a fort of glittering Science; only a more Specious, 
ET a og 
to If within the large Compaſs of his Mind, he could 
on take and hold and retain all Hflories; if he could 
rs, | ſee through, and diſcourſe ſubtilely upon the Policies 
es, Jof all Nations, nay, and their Vices and Villanies too, 
If which are more and greater; if he could find out 
he the Riſe and Origin of all humane Paſſions; if he knew 
— exactly their proper Movements, their Progreſs, their 
ly . 85 mw Ebbs 
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Ebbs, their Flows; and could define preciſely their End 

and Determination; and, what is yet more, could bring 

all this into his own Practice: If he bad ſearch'd thro' 

all Nature, and could ſpeak all Parables and Proverbs 

of Politick and Moral Wiſdom; and underitood the 
Natures, Efficacies, Virtues, and Influences of all 

1 Kings 4. manner of Trees, Herbs, and Plants, from the fall 
33- Cedar in Lebanon, to the humble Hyſſop in the Mall; and 
if he could, with an engaging, and obliging Eloquence, 
talk finely and elegantly upon all theſe, and deſcribe 
and ſhew their proper Effects and Operations: If a Man 
had a perfect and thorow Comprehenſion of the Natures 

of Aves and Paſſives, and knew the utmoſt Force, 
the Reſults, and lecret Conſequences of their Applica- 
tion; yet what is all this to the being a Chriſtian, a 
Diſciple of the Bleſſed Saviour of immortal Souls, the 
Preſerver, the Comforter of our Eternal State? What is 

it all to the being an Admirer of his Glories, a Be. 
Holder of his Perſon, Who is Infinite Beauty, Wiſdom, 
Goodneſs, and Love; the Wiſdom and Power of the 
Great Almighty God of Heaven and Earth himſelf ; 
together with Whom Fe .made the Worlds, ordain'd 
Nature as his Common Lau, over. rules it by an gb 
Edict of his Omnipotence in Heaven, when he pleales, 

- ſtops, checks, governs it, according to the Infinite 
Counſel of Flis Will, Lord of Glory, and Supreme 
King of the Univerſe ? What is it all, to the being en- 
titled to Eternal, Incomprehenſible Glory, which in- 
volves in it all the Perfections and Attainments poſſible 
of Humane Nature, of ourSouls and Bodies,bothSpiritual 

and Natural, in one Word? What is it all to che being 
madePartakers of ſuchSublime and HeavenlyPriviledges, 
| tothe being admitted to ſuch Myſteries of Treaſures of 
Ice. 2 8. Knowledge, as none of the Wiſe Men and Princes of this 


not have crucified the Lord of Glory? How much more is 
this than all our Knowledge, all our Happineſs beſides ! 

_ Nay, further yet, if a Man could pry, which he molt 
deſires, into the very Bowels of Nature; if he could 
view her naked and undiſguis'd, in her Firſt Elements, 
in heft Embryo-Formations, in all her Rude and 1 
IA - : 9 75 on- 


World ever knew ; for had they known them, they would | 
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Conſiſtencies: If, by the ſharp Eye of his Soul, he 
could pierce through the Eſſence of every thing, and 
be able to lay down and determine the Foundation, the 


Conſtitution, the Bounds and Limits of every created 


Being here below, nay, and his own too, which is yet 
more wander ful than all: If he could diſcern the ſecret 
and hidden Springs of Motion, could purſue and trace 
it through all its Tendencies, Turns, and Inelinations, 
could find ont all its Laws, its Properties, its Reflecti- 
ons, Glances, and Reſults: If he could determine and 
confine that fleeting Variety, that infinite Change and 
Inconſtancy of Accidents, and could accurately deſcribe 
all their Revolutions, Circumſtances, and Alterations, 


that ariſe from the different JunQure and Complication 


of the Particles of Bodies in themſelves, or from the 
Adjacenceor Influence of other Bodies, above, or about 
them ; which contribute ſo mightily to the Chearful- 
neſs and Comfort of humane Lite, to the Refreſhment 


and Reliſh of our Bodies, and to the Gratification and 
Delight of our Minds; yet all this vaſt Heap of Abili- 
ties, without the Knowledge and Love of God, and of 
his Bleſſed Son Jeſus Chriſt crucified and riſen again, all 
this would contribute nothing to his True, Subſtantial 
and Solid Happineſs; in the midſt of all this Plenty he 
would be in want: A poor, plain, illiterate, ignorant, 
ſimple Chriſtian, that only knows and does his Duty, 
would be better than he : For why? The one knows 


God and the Way to his Everlaſting Bliſs, and the other 


does not: For this 15 Life Eternal (And what can be) 


greater?) fo know Thee the Only True Goa, and Jeſus 
Chrift Whom I bou haſt ſent. tp ke 


Is there then any kind of Knowledge of greater Emi- 


nence than this? Any to be compar'd to it? A Knowledge 


that makes us to be Partakers of the Divine Nature; 
that raiſes, and exalts us above the Original Condition, 


or perhaps Deſign of our Firſt Being; and that brings 
us to the utmoſt Perfection that our Souls and Bodies are 
capable of receiving, in the Higheſt, Pureſt, and 


Nobleſt State of their Refinement and Purgation, | 


What are they among all the Arts and Sciences 
throughout the whole Circle of Learning and Know- 
gone : = 5 ledge 
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tedge, that are worthy, as this is, to claim and have 
ſuch an Intereſt in our Affection, to engage our Atten- iſ ] 
tion, and all the Might of our Heads, and Hearts, and | | 
Induſtry ? Shall a Man then, to the Neglect and Diſpa- : 
paragement of this High and Heavenly Knowledge, 
pur ſue and hunt after that only, or chiefly, which, tho 
it be worthy our Subordinate Endeavours, yet carries 1 
in it ſo much Vexation, and Vanity, for the preſent, I: 
and will leave us at laſt where it found us, or where we i v 
V 
| 


found that, to all Eternity? Can a Man take more Satiſ- 

faction in thin Humane Eloquence, than in the Subſtan. 
4257.38. tial, Live Oracles of - Almighty God Himſelf? Will he Ne 
find Pleaſure, Delight, and Raviſhment, in the Beautics 0 
of an Heathen Writer, an Hiſtorian, an Orator, a Poet, IF 
a Philoſopher? And ſhall he be cold and unmov'd, liſtleſs 2 
and ſleepy, when he has in his Hands the New Teftament u 
of our Lord and Saviour Feſus Chriſt? It he can be fo, how If. 

does he then favour the Great Things of God or Hea- 
ven! How is he arriv'd at the Genus of a Chriſtian ! Ip. 
19823 Thoſe Sacred Books are the pure Fountains and Wells of tk 
Job. 28 Salvation, from whence we may draw Water to Ever. III 
+  fafling Life. There all our Souls may be ſatisfied, as 0 
Pf. 63. 5, with Marrow and Faineſs; our Spiritual Thirſt fully Rot 
aaa; our Original Appetite of Knowledge even . ſw 

Jer. 31: iated with the Goodneſs of the Lord. E er 

Even thoſe very Men themſelves, whoſe Writings | 
we ſo much admire: and we do well in doing fo, as Iſo 
long as we do it in Subjection and Subſerviency to Reli - YH 
gion; how would thoſe Great Men themſelves, the Wjec 
Famous Orators of the Heathen World, Plato, Demo. YU, 
fbenes, Cicero, if they had known the Gift of Chri/t ; Rey 
how would they haveexpatiated upon the Mercies of ou 
it! How would they have fir'd, dilated, and enlarg'd Yin 
their own Hearts! Have inflam'd, have moy'd, have Sig 
| ſhook their Audience ! * Cicero is ſaid, in his Oration IG 
tor Zigarins, by the Power of his Eloquence, to have] 
made Cæſars Papers of Condemnation and his Reſolu - Ithe 
tions drop to the Ground : If theſe Men now had been cl 
ſpeaking upon their own Eternal Juſlification, their Re- dl 
3 5 2 3 PR OS +. Who 
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Plutarch. in Vita Ciceronis, e M1 
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demption, their ReſurreQion, through the Blood and 


Death and Merits of the Lord Feſus ChriF, with the 


Help of God's Grace, they would have made the Sins 


and Iniquities of Men have roll'd away from them and 
deparied as a Scroll of Parchment. 3 

And ſhall a Chriſtian s Heart prefer any Knowledge 
before this? Shall he be quite inſenſible, unaffected 


Rev. 6. 14. 


untouch'd with the Glories of his Deareſt Lord and Sa- 


5 

e viour? Thoſe Glories too, which may be his own; 
 Þ which the Lord Jeſus ChriF? by his Death and Sufferings 
. has purchas'd, has provided for him, and will ſurely 
e confer on him if he be found obedient? Where then is 


our Love of Chri#7 or of God! Where is our Senſe and 


„ Feeling of all that God and his Bleſſed Son have done 


s and ſuffered for us! Or, if our Hearts be hot within us 


t upon theſe Reflections, ſhall we not, can we not at laſt 


w ſpeak, and be eloquent with our Tongue? 


a- | How far this Divine Knowledge and Love of Chrift 
! Eprevail'd, when join'd with like Abilities as were in 
of thoſe brave Men | have mention'd, we ſee Two famous 


17. Inſtances in the Two great Orators of the Church of 


as Chri, St. Chryſotome and St. Baſt] : How many Souls 


A/ of Men, is it probable, were converted, were ſav'd, 


ſa. went to Heaven, by their means, and through the 
Force of their divine and powerful Perſwalions! 
gs | And truly what is all our Eloquence, if it be not 


as ſometimes employ'd to ſo noble a Purpoſe, worth? 
li» Here is a ſublime and excellent Subject indeed! A Sub- 


Underſtandings, their Wills, their AﬀeCtions, for 


in compariſon of it? 'Tis Folly, 'tis Emptineſs in the 


Governor of the World, 


ho' it be our Duty, and the only Way to preſerve a 


zeen {Scholar innocent, is yet a Yearmeſs to the Fleſh ; but x, 
Re · Wdleneſs is much more fo, and of making many Hooks 11, 


ere is no End: And after all, for a great Part of our 
nowledge, how very precarious, how uncertain is it! 


tion, We, 


* 


ject fit to engage the Tongues of Angels and Men, their 


ever! And what is all our Wiſdom, our Philoſophy, 
our Mathematical Science, without this Knowledge, or 


Sight of God, the Great Creator, the Wile Author, and 
We labour hard, and rave! ſore; and much Study, ecleſ. 1. 


„ 
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We, in our fond Imaginations, unbuild and build again 
God's Stories in the Heavens, as the Prophet Amos 
ſpeaks 3 we gird the Sphere with Circles: * 


* With Centrick and Eccentrick ſcribbled o er, 
_ Cycle and Epicyclt, Orb in Orb: Ra 


As a good Poet of our Nation very well expreſſes it, 
and pleafantly expoſes our too high Pretences to Aſtro- 
nomical Knowledge. Sometimes we fancy we have 
found out the Point, whereon to fix the Foundations of 
the Earth ; and that, in the Language of the Book of 
| 966. 38.6, 708, rde have ſearch'd out the Corner Stone thereof ; and 
Sao Almighty, all the while, fits above and fmiles at 
onr quaint Devices: And how eaſy is it with him, by 

one flight and gentle Turn of his Finger, in Nature, to 
baffle all our Wiſdom, and to render all our Projects, 
our Preſumption, and our Pride, contemptible. 

God forbid, I ſhould ſpeak theſe things with 2 
Deſign to caſt any Slur or Diſparagement upon any Part 
of Sound and Sober Learning; what I have here ſaid 
is only to abate our too high Conceit in preferring the 

Knowledge of any thing elſe to the Knowledge of God 
and true Religion; to much better, to Divine and Spiri. 
tual Accompliſhments ; and to take off our too great 
Confidence and Relyance on Humane Wiſdom. Learn. 
ing, with Religion ff, is our great Bulineſs in this 
Place, and theſe our Studies are of admirable uſe, and 
may be converted to very Great and Noble Purpoſes, 
when God pleaſes; in the mean time they, whet, and 
Improve, and enlarge, and employ our FacAties 3 they 
clear the viſual Ray, and ſharpen the diſcerning Eye of 
our Soul; they ſtock and enrich our Invention, and 
pope and furniſh our Minds with Refin'd, Choice, and 
Excellent Ideas, and Notices, which may be of the bell} x 
ſervice hereafter, and be brought out in time to come C 

to the Honour of Almighty God, and the great Ad van a 
tage of his Church; and God loves to ſee us ſtudiouſ j 
and diligent ; and tho? we may not know, our ſel ves Þ 
he knows what Service, one time or other, he has fot 


Amorg. 6. 
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m, and for our Learning, and he will take care to re. 
ward us for all our Pains and Labour in Knowledge to 
his Glory. In the mean time, our Studies inf Sei- 
ences are as ſo many Scaffolds to build up the Frame 
of our Minds: But we are not to ſtop there; theſe 
T hings, in the Language of the Prophet, are not our 
Reft, tis polluted, at beſt, tis imperfeR, tis unealy. ,. 2 10 
Where then is Wiſdom tobe found, and where ts ihe 706 26.120 
Place of Underſtanding ! The Deptb ſays, It is not in 14. 
me, and the Sea ſays, Ii is not in me lt does not lie 
in the Diſcovery of Natura! Knowledge, if it were 
ren times greater than it is; not in our Comprehen- 
ſion of the great Deep that coucheth beneath, nor of 
the Height of Heaven above, if by the vaſt Stretch ow 33: 
and Extent of our Minds we could meaſure it; but 
God tells us where it is; ſor te Man he ſaid, The Fear 3,528 28. 
of the Lord that is Wiſdom, and to depart from Evil i: 
Underſtanding. This 1s our Wiſdom and Knowledge in 
the Sight of God, the Beſt and the Wiſeſt Judge; and 
if we will take care and walk with Humility and Sin- 
cerity before him, and keep his Commandments, he 
n noon gee et 
Let then all our Studies, our Application, our En. 
deavours; all our Abilities, our Improvements, our 
Attainments, be laid out to ＋ Aer and noble End 
and Uſe, the Knowledge of God and of our Duty: 
Let every Art and Science we apply our ſelves to, 
inſtruct us in, or tend to a Lecture of Piety, 
Let r Knowledge of Grammar and Larguages 
lead os W the true Signification and Propriety of 
Words and Names, and teach us the mighty Force of 
little Particles, the great Inſtruments of all our Rea- 
ſoning ; that fo we may be the better able to look into 
the true Senſe, the better able to interpret the lively 
Oracles of God, to diſcern the Beauty, and Elegance, 
and Proportion of the whole Sacred Frame, and the 
juſt Coherence, Dependance, and Connection of every 
FFF VVV 
Let our Labour in Zogick inſtru our Reaſon how 
to ſearch out, and to parent Truth rightly, and 0 
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be able to maintain it; to unravel the Windings and 
Intricacies of Error, to drag it out of all its dark and 
crooked Turnings, its ſecret poiſonous Lurking- holes 
into open Light, to confound and baffle it. 

That we may be better able to give a Reaſon 


| of the Faith and Hope that is in us, to ſupport and 


defend its Cauſe againſt all abſurd and unreaſonable 
Men that oppoſe themſelves; Againſt Atheiſts, Deiſts, 


Scepticks, Papiſts, Presbyterians, Jews, Hereticks, 


Socinians, Arians, Semi: Arians, Infidels; all the 


black Race and ſerpentine Spawn of Errour, that ſeek 


to wrap in, to perplex, to entangle the Truth; to caſt 


their own Poiſon, the Light of their own Darkneſi 
on it, to ſtain and ſully it, and to pollute its Glory. 


| Let our Phetorick and Eloquence be laid out and 
employ'd to his Honour that gave it; For 4who has 
made «Man's Mouth (ſaid God to \ Hoſes, when he 


; Pore his Want of Eloquence as a Reaſon to excuſe 


im from ſerving God) be hath made Man's 


 eMeouth ? Or who makgth the Dumb, or the Deaf, or 


the Seeing, or the Blind? Have not I the Lord? Let 
then all our Eloquence return, and turn to his Praiſe, 


to recommend and enforce Obedience to his Laws, to 


ſet out the Advantages of Vertue and Piety, the De. 


formity and Inconveniencies of Sin and Vice; to dit. 
cover, convince, and confound Iniquity; to bring 


from the Power of Satan unto CGG. 


Men out of Darkneſs into Light, and to convert them 


Let our Spirit of Poetry, not the Leaſt Natural 


Gifts from Heaven to Men, be inſpired to Ms Glory, 


James 1. 
17. 


from Mom deſcends every good and perfect Gift - Let it 


not ſpend its Force on Little, Idle, Uſeleſs Subjects, 
not in Amorous Deſcants, not in Frothy, Light, and 


Trifling Compoſitions; much leſs in recommending 
Sin and Vice, that Bane of our Souls, and Reproach to 


our Nature; but in diſplaying the Beauty and Lovelt- 


neſs of Vertue; in laying open the Wonders and Ex- 


cellencies of God's Creation, in ſetting forth the va- 
rious Ornaments of Nature, in exalting the Virtues 
and Perfections of Great Examples; fo raiſing our 


Appetites 
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Appetites and Defires of Goodneſs, whilſt it holds up 


the Patterns. of Excellency. before our Eyes, to the 
Light, as in a well. drawn Picture. Let it be employ'd 


in Sacred Hymns and Spiritual Songs of Praiſe and cl. 3. 16. 


Thankſgiving to Him Who form'd our Fancy, that 
Scene of Beauty and of Pleaſure. e 

Even our Qſuſicł it ſelf, we know, which is one of 
the Liberal Arts, is compos'd and ſet totheGlory of 
God, and made one Part in the Beauty of Holinef,, by 
the Sacred Appointment and Divine Direction of 
King David and Solomon himſelf : For whilſt it grati. 
hes our outward Senſe, it lifts our Thoughts to 


Heaven, and is proportion d, by Nature, to almoſt 2 Chron. 


every Paſſion in our Souls; moving and exciting, 5% '3- 


taking down and ſoothing them; and ſoft'ning and 23. 


healing whatever is harſh, grating, or corrolive in 2Xngs 3, 


our preſent Temper. Qſuſic is a Rational as well as 15. 
a Senſual Pleaſure; in it we attend to Harmony, 
Order, and Proportion; and from thence we may. be 
drawn on to carry our Meditations higher; to conſi- 
der the Exact Harmony and Order even of the Divine 
Nature it ſelf; to contemplate the Conliſtence of 
God's Attributes without jarring; all conſpiring to 
the Perfection of his Being, and that Sweet Concent 
of Jaſtice,, Order, and Regularity, in his Providence. 
Let out Knowledge of thoſe * High and Noble. 
Sciences, the «Mathematicks, refine, purge, and puri- 
fy eur Minds; teach us to abſtract from ſenſible 
Things, and ſo be as a Scale and Ladder for us to 
aſcend to the Contemplation of Things in Heaven. 
Let our Acquaintance with Geometry, all our 
Knowledge and Skill in the Relations, Meaſures, and 
Properties of Lines and Figures, incline our Hearts io. 
admire and adore God's Neceſſary and Eternal Truth, 


all Truths of this Nature being founded on the Divine 


(a) Unchangeable Ideas; and thereby tis, indecd, that 


Ka due Fo) AoHkng 24% d u , Emmwuns. Her. 
(a) Ts 2.0 ct 21 avs uͤͤ N αν,Zex l vrt bay. Plato Polis. 
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our Underſtandings are confin'd ; that when once we 
know them, we cannot deny, but muſt acknowledge 
their Light and Evidence. IR P81 

This Knowledge may likewiſe teach us to contem- 
plate His Infinite Wiſdom, (a) Who made all Things, 
at firſt, in juſt Proportion, in Number, Weight, and 
Meaſure ; Who meted out the Heavens with a Span ; 
Who created the Earth, and ſtretch'd out a Line upon 
it; ho meaſureth the Waters in the Hollow of His 
Hand bo weigheth the Mountains in Scales, and the 


Hills in a Balance! 4 


Let our Skill in MHronomy, when we look up, and 


view, and confider the Order, and Regularity, the 
wide and unknown Extent of the Heavens ; the Sted- 


dinefs of their Motion ; the conſtant Yariety of their 
Changes; the immenſe and undefin'd Spaces in which 


thoſe vaſt and numerous Orbs do roll, and move, 
without juſtling their Spheres or jarring their In- 

fluences; the beautiful Scene they draw, and diſtin- 
guiſh, by their ſhining Gold, in the Azure Vault of 


of Heaven ; and then let us lift up our Hearts and our 


Eyes on high, higher than all theſe Heavens, and 
behold and contemplate, Mobo hath created all theſe 


Things, that bringeth out their Hof by Number, that 


calleih them all by their Names, by the Greatneſs of 
> * hag for that He is Strong in Power, not one 


Let our Art in Arithmetick, our Apprehenſion of 


the amazing, interminable Power of Numbers, diſ- 


poſe us to admire, and even to be aſtoniſhed at the In- 


finite and Inconceivable Comprehenſion of his Mind, 
that knows he Number of the Sands; that views them 
all, and counts them all up, at one fingle Glance of 


His Eye; that keeps an Account of all the infinite 


Particles and Duſts of Marter throughout the Uni- 
verſe; that reckons them all in his Remembrance, and 
lays them up ſafe; not one eſcapes him. 
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And this may ſerve to put us in mind likewiſe to 
recount his Mercies, as far as we can, for they are 
indeed innumerable; to remember our own Sins, 


which are more in Number than the Hairs of our Head; 


E . > 
to enumerate his Tender and Fatherly Providences ſ. 49.12 


2 | | 
f _— _— Whom the very Heirs of our Head are ,, ,, _ 
1 Let our Knowledge in Natural Philoſophy, lead us to ft 
che Knowledge of the God of Nature, that we may 
e admire his Wiſdom, and obſerve his Laws : And let it 

fill us with an aweful Reverential Senſe of his Being 

d and Power, who is the great Author and Framer of 
e Nature; fo far ſhall we be then, by looking no high - 
-er than Second Cauſes, from ungratefully denying his 
ir Being, or Providence, that we ſhall be confirm'd, and 
h + - rams in our Belief and Acknowledgment of 
„/// 4 15 5 V 
n- For can a Man indeed be fo foo/;ſh and ignorant before 
n- | God, even as a Beaſt before Him, as to forget Pſ.13. 22; 
ot him who is the Great King and God of Nature; and 
ur | to pay Homage and Adoration to Nature, his Crea- 
ture, his Servant, his Inſtrument, which he, by a 
Sovereign Power, over-rules, controlls, governs, and 
changes, when, and in what manner, and as often as 
he pleaſes? (a) Why rather are not all they that make 
Enquiries and look into his Works of Wiſdom, the 
{If more religious, dutiful, and devout towards him? They 

of ſee part of his Ways, and obſerve the Track of his Feet ; 
Jil. but themſelves are ſenſible, they cannot make a full 
In- Diſcovery of the Immeaſurable Depths of his Wiſ- 
nd, dom, of the Height and Mightineſs of his Power. 
em Let our high Proficiency in «Metaphy/icks, - thoſe 
e of Nice and Subtil Ablſtractions, but all deeply founded 
nite in our Reaſon, adminiſter to more Sublime and Noble 
Jni- Contemplations, and be an Handmaid to Diviniiy, 
and I their proper and moſt neceſſary Place; but where 1 
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3 (a) We have ſome Noble Inſtances of this in the Honoarable and 
I Learned Mr. Boyle, in Mr. Ray, Dr. Cheyne, &c. 1 Bs 
> 1 have 
And 5 2 | 
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Ire not room at preſent fully to deſcribe the Ex: 
Arenen of their Uſe and Power. 
Once more, Let our Morality and Divinity, the 
Sum and Perfection of all our Knowled e, which it 
moſt concerns us to be converſant in; and to arrive at 
as great a Perfection in them as we can: Let the Study 
and Knowledge of theſe expreſs and ſhew the Power 
and Influence the #4 have upon our Minds, by the Pu. 
rity and Holineſs of our Lives, and the * 
and Exactneſs of our Manners. 
And laſt of all, and to put an end to this long Diſ. 
Eccleſ. 2, courſe; after all our Labour and Travel in Fiſdom and 
28. ' Knowledpe, to our own great Advantage and Comfort, 
and that of others; after all our Abilities, all our 
Attainments; let the Weakneſs and Imperfection of 
what we do know, and our Ignorance of ſo much yet 
ſtill behind, teach us that Great, that High and Chrj. 
lian Leſſon of Humility; and our Humility will 
bring us near unto God, and God will reward and 
crown our Humility. For if we be truly humble, we , 
| ſhall be ſure always carefully to remember, admire, 
and adore Almighty God, our Great Creator; we 
| ſhall not vaunt, nor boaſt our ſelves, or our own Per. | 
fections, we ſhall not ſet at nought, deſpiſe, or inſult J 
Jer 9.23. Our meaner, our weaker. Brethren. Toe Wiſe Man © 
coll not glory i in his Wiſdom, neither the Mighty Man 
glory in bis Might, nor the Rich Man glory in his Riches 7 
not even in the vaſt Extent and Compaſs of his Know- 
ledge, and his prudent and skilful Application of it; 7 
not in the Strength and Sinews of his Reaſon; not in 
the Ftrmneſs and Soundneſs of his Judgment; nor in 
the Life and Spirit, the Copiouſneſs, Abundance, and 
Exuberance of his Fancy and Invention; nor in the | V 
great Capacity and Security of his Memory : But he 
bal glorieth will glory in this, that he ee I 
and kuoweth Him, that He is the Lord that exerciſeth lf 
Loving Kinaneſs, Judgment, and Righteouſneſs in 1h: 
Earth; for in theſe Things be deligbteth, and to fee us 
imitate his Great Example, and to endeavour to he 1. 
add as He is Holy, 5 Sb Which Re 


r 
Which God the Father of Heaven grant we may 
all be, through the Grace and Merits of his Bleſſed 


1 


Son our Lord Jeſus ChriffF, whom he brought again Heb. 13. 


from the Dead, that Great Shepherd of the Sheep, 20. 
by the Power and Influence of the Holy Ghoſt, the 


Comforter, the Sanctifier of our Souls, and the Nen. 8. 


Quick'ner of our mortal Bodies: To whom All Three 
Mott Bleſſed Perſons in One God, be all praiſe, 
Honour, Glory, Dominion and Majeſty, Thankſ- 
giving, and Power, now and for evermore. Amen. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 
] Fore is now finiſh'd in Writing, and deliver'd in- 

to the Preſs, and in a few Months will be 
publiſh'd a Book entitled, The Acceptable Sacrifice : 
Being a Full Collection of Scripture-Devotions ; 
taking in the Whole Book of Pſalms, throughout all 
the Parts of it; every Verſe being ſeverally drawn 
up, and plac'd under the diſtin and proper Head of 
Devotion to which it belongs. Together with other 
the moſt Devotional Portions of the Old and New 
Teſtament, digeſted after the ſame manner, and ad- 
apted to the Uſes of Chriſtian Piety : 1 
J D 
With near 400 Prayers, Thankſgivings, and Medita- 
tions, newly compos'd, ſubjoyn'd, and ſuited to the 
Matter contain'd under each Head and Title re- 
VVV : 

VBy the Author of this Sermon. 


In the Preface are contain'd ſome ſhort and ſerious 
Reflections on the preſent Biſhop of Hangor's Cold and 
Unaffectionate Account of Chriſtian Prayer. 4 
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